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TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Country star Jason Aldean brought the party back Thursday in his return to the stage
following the deadly mass shooting that broke out while he was performing in Las Vegas, but the fun was
tempered by the sting of the tragedy.
Three songs into his show in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the singer launched into a five-minute speech that honored
the 58 killed and nearly 500 hurt in the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history. But Aldean took a
defiant tone in telling concertgoers to resist living in fear, and he called for more of the national unity he’s
seen since the attack.
“These people are going to continue to try to hold us down,” Aldean said. “To those people that keep trying
to do that, I say (expletive) you, we don’t really care.”
Fans agreed. They pumped their fists and held up American flags as Aldean continued.
“I want to play the show for you guys that the people in Las Vegas came to see and didn’t get a chance to,”
he said.
Friends Audra Miller, Lee Holstein and Amanda Zmak were some of those fans. They were in the audience
when the shooting happened and ran for cover like thousands of others.
They traveled from Dallas for the Tulsa show and wore T-shirts they decorated themselves that said “Vegas
Strong,” a popular meme since the attack.
Miller, 34, said Aldean made them proud and viewed the evening as a triumph.

“It was therapeutic and kind of like a cleansing all at the same time,” she said. “We just wanted to
represent family, friends, love and hope.”
Aldean gave fans the show they wanted. The Georgia native is one of country music’s biggest stars, touring
in support of his album “They Don’t Know,” which debuted atop the Billboard 200 in 2016. Much of his
catalog includes Southern rock, pop and hip-hop influences, a mix of hard-charging party anthems and
ballads with lyrics about farm work, drinking and small-town life.
He blasted through hits including “Big Green Tractor,” ʺFly Over States” and “She’s Country,” and popped
open a can of beer onstage after the encore.
Aldean canceled shows in California last week to mourn those killed Oct. 1 at the outdoor Route 91 festival.
He resumed his tour in an arena where concertgoers walked through metal detectors, and police presence
was visible.
The singer visited shooting victims still in a Las Vegas hospital Sunday. The day before, Aldean performed
Tom Petty’s “I Won’t Back Down” on “Saturday Night Live” in tribute to the victims and the late rock
superstar.
Petty died the day after the shooting in Los Angeles after suffering cardiac arrest.
Authorities have said Stephen Paddock targeted the country music festival, opening fire from the 32nd
floor of the Mandalay Bay hotel before killing himself. They are still trying to determine a motive.

