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COUNTRY LAKESHAKE MAKES WAVES WITH 
AN ALL-FEMALE LINEUP 

 
 

 

On a typical summer evening, when she’s onstage performing as a headliner at one of the many 
country music festivals that dot the map, Miranda Lambert might look out at the crowd and see a 
familiar sight. “It’s a whole lot of girls in jean shorts and boots!” the singer said with a laugh one recent 
morning. 

And yet, as the decorated country artist said when calling from her home in Nashville, despite country 
music’s largely female audience, more often than not she’s the sole female performer on that day’s 
lineup — or even the entire weekend’s bill. “And we’re delivering so that’s not on us,” Lambert said 
speaking to the numerous commercially and critically beloved female country stars, from Maren 
Morris to Carrie Underwood, who despite fervent fanbases remain rare presences on both festival 
bills and country radio. She paused and added, “I wish it wouldn’t even have to be a conversation.”  

For one day, at least, the conversation is shifting in a positive direction: Friday at this year’s 
LakeShake Festival, which kicks off that afternoon and runs for the duration of the weekend at the 
Huntington Bank Pavilion at Northerly Island, features a lineup comprised entirely of female 
performers. Lambert pointed to Brian O’Connell, a Chicago native and Live Nation’s President of 
Country Touring, as being instrumental in making this monumental day a reality. (O’Connell was not 
available for comment). “We’ve all probably bitched about [the lack of female performers] to him at 
some point or the other,” Lambert, who will perform with her brash, no-nonsense trio, Pistol Annies 



said. “And he clearly heard us. So I appreciate the fact that they made that change. I think in this way 
they’re just lifting us up and saying, “We see you. We hear you.””  

Cassadee Pope, who like Lambert said she’s become accustomed to being the only female artist on 
the lineup at most of her festival gigs, admitted she was caught off guard when she first heard about 
this year’s LakeShake Friday lineup. “Unfortunately, it was definitely a big surprise,” Pope said. 
“Because usually I get really excited when there’s even one other girl on the same day as me. So this 
is kinda crazy.” 

 

 


