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10 QUESTIONS WITH...TRAVIS DENNING 
 

BRIEF CAREER SYNOPSIS: 
A native of Warner Robins, Georgia, Mercury Nashville's Travis Denning started his journey as a musician at 
young age; playing bars by the time he was 16 and building a regional following. He moved to Nashville in 
2014, and within a year had signed a publishing deal with Jeremy Stover's RED Creative Group. After securing 
outside cuts by Jason Aldean, Justin Moore, Michael Ray and Chase Rice, he caught the attention of Universal 
Music Group where he signed a record deal in 2017. Denning was selected for a CMA KixStart Artist 
Scholarship, as well as being a recipient of the Opry NextStage development program. His current single, 
"After A Few," is nearing the Top 30 on the Mediabase Country chart. He co-wrote the song with Kelly Archer 
and Justin Weaver, and it follows his Top 40 debut single, "David Ashley Parker From Powder Springs." The 
singer/songwriter recently launched his first headlining "Heartbeat Of A Small Town" Tour. 

 
1. How old were you when you first started performing, and was there a certain moment you remember 
recognizing you wanted to be a Country artist? 
 
I started playing guitar when I was 11. I played a couple of Punk Rock garage band shows when I was, like, 13 
or 14 years old, but the moment that I realized I really wanted to make a living being a musician, being on 
stage, being a singer whatever it would take was when I was 14. I got to share the stage with Marshall Tucker 
Band and play "Can't You See" with them on the Charlie Daniels Band All Star Band Tour, and that was just the 
craziest thing I had ever done. That was really the first time that I got up on a real stage. That was definitely 
the moment for me. 
 
2. You were signed to a publishing deal with RED Creative Group in 2014, when you first moved to town. Did 
penning tracks for other artists help you prepare for a career of your own? And was there anything specific 
you learned that has helped you as you grow into your own as an artist? 
 
It just made me understand, as a songwriter, when to accept that a song wasn't meant for me and to know 
when a song is. Really, that just came from getting songs recorded by other artists and, as time went by, was I 
was happy other artists had it? Did I still think to myself, "Man, I'm glad I didn't cut this? I'm glad Justin Moore 
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had it." Or did I go, "I really wish I could've kept that song and made it something of my own?" I think that's a 
natural instinct of a songwriter who's an artist as well. You walk that line every day writing songs, wondering, 
"Is this song what you want to say and what you want to be all about?" That's what it really taught me. 
 
Later on down the road it taught me if I had a song that I wanted, my God, I was going to keep it. That's kind of 
hard before you have a record deal. I was never selfish that way before I had an inkling I may have a record 
deal, but right when ... I started to realize I might actually get an offer from Universal, you kind of have to start 
gathering up all your eggs a little bit. I have to be prepared. What are the songs I've got right now that are, 
like, "my" songs? The first song that I wrote that was just like, "Oh my God, this is mine," was [his debut 
single,] "David Ashley Parker From Powder Springs." Then I wrote "After A Few," and had a couple of others 
that I recorded that I just started to go, "OK, I can't let anybody have these." 
 
3. What did you learn from "David Ashley Parker" about how truly hard it is to break through at Country 
radio? 
 
Debuting at Country radio, you have to show people who you are right away, and that song is a huge part of 
who I am ... well, a part of my identity theft [laughs]. 
 
It taught me that it means so much to stand out on any plank you can get. And for me, I think with that song, I 
wanted that to rubberneck people a little bit. I kind of wanted them to be like, "What in the world?" It wasn't 
polarizing, but I think people knew the second they heard it they either loved it or they didn't like it. That was 
important for me because, no, it was not a #1. It's not what people would consider a hit or a success at radio, 
but that song has aged and matured so well. It's still my closing song. It's still the moment in the show I can't 
wait to do. 
 
3A. That song was so clever and different. Regardless of how it did on the charts, [the criteria is] what kind 
of response does it get at your shows, and how proud are you of having written that song? How is the fan 
response to this day? 
 
It's just unreal. I'm [just as] proud of a song like that as I am for a song like "Her World Or Mine" that I wrote 
for Michael Ray. They're totally different songs, but to me, I just love feeling like I nailed it as a songwriter. I 
live for that moment of writing a song and being like, "Guys, we didn't mess this up." 
 
As specific as it is, and autobiographical, ["David Ashley Parker" is] everybody's story, and what made it really 
special was that people came up to me going, "Dude, I did the same thing." It makes me feel good that I'm 
singing to people in the crowd that are exactly who I am. That means a lot. 
 
There's two ways to look at a song that doesn't make it to the top 10. You can either be pissed off, you can be 
bitter, or you can be happy about the things it accomplished. I just choose to be that way because I see every 
single day that it accomplished more than I could ever dream of. 
 
4. You're currently working on your debut album. What can fans expect? 
 
The songs are going to be the focus. I want people to put on my record and feel like they're going to hear great 
songs, and hear stories, and hear songs about love and heartbreak and partying and drinking and all the things 
about life that go into [the] Country music that I love. There's also going to be a s**t ton of loud guitars on it, 
which is also a big part of my life. If you don't have a loud AC/DC guitar, then what's the point? 
 



5. You recently released a new track, "Heartbeat Of A Small Town," that we hear was inspired from a trip 
back home to Warner Robins, GA. Tell us about the song and the writing process? 
 
That song is really so inspired by the way I grew up. Here's the deal: I'm born and raised in Warner Robins, 
which is not what I would consider a small town. It's not Atlanta, but it ain't Leesburg, GA either. The idea of 
this song is not so much about how many people live in a 20 square mile radius. To me, it's more about the 
things that make a place feel like home and make a place feel small. And when I mean small, I mean 
community, like, connected. 
To me, that was Friday night absolutely shutting down for football ... It's a big part of blowing off steam. It's a 
big part of the fact that I come from a town that has an Air Force base that employs over 20,000 people who 
work their freakin' tails off every day. That's just the things I think about when I think about the people who 
love Country music and the reason I fell in love with Country music. I fell in love with Country singers who sang 
to those people because those are the people I grew up with and that I know in everyday life, and that's what I 
wanted this song to touch on a little bit. That is, no pun intended, the heartbeat and the blood that is in the 
veins of any kind of town like that. Any time I get to go home, which is rare these days, I just see that over and 
over again. As a singer, as a songwriter and artist, I can't not let that influence the music I want to make. 
 
6. Your current single, "After A Few," is currently climbing the charts, and you recently released the music 
video for it. What is your favorite part of making videos? 
 
My favorite part about it is that I feel so little pressure because my job and my creative responsibility is making 
a song, recording a song and trying to make it the best it can be. After that, I'm like, "Hell, this is gravy train 
biscuit wheels." It's easy. I love the fact that I've never felt pressure in the music video sense, it's always been 
fun and it's a creative outlook that I embrace. I want to make my videos cool, but I have no idea what the hell 
I'm doing being a part of a music video. I trust the director and I trust my team at the label who do that, and I 
do my best whether I'm doing a little acting or a little fake playing guitar ... It's just fun. It's so stress free. 
 
I mean, who didn't grow up wanting to be a singer and not dream of doing a budgeted music video? That's the 
12-year-old in me going. "Oh my God, I can't believe we're doing this. This is awesome." I would jump off the 
bed [as a kid] and practice my stage dives and everything. 
 
7. You embarked on your first headlining tour this year, the "Heartbeat Of A Small Town" tour. What did 
you learn from it? 
 
What I learned is that there are people out there who care about new music. It was just special and important 
for me to see that, because we've spent so much time being the opener, being the early slot at a festival, 
being the later slot at a festival, doing a lot of different things. But I still think it's important at every stage of 
the game to go and play shows where you're the one that people are coming to see. 
 
I wanted to go play in Georgia, of course. I wanted to sing "David Ashley Parker" in Athens, GA. I wanted to go 
to North Carolina, South Carolina and all these places that I've been to before and just see what we can do. To 
me, it just shows that people really care about new artists and new music and they want to be a part of the 
whole journey. That's what I really learned. 
 
8. You went overseas in October to do some shows in Europe. Why is it important to you to develop fans 
overseas and how do those audiences respond to your music? 
 
To me, it's the same reason it's important to do it here in the United States. There are people there who want 
to hear it. When I went to C2C [festival] earlier this year, it was absolutely mind-blowing how much they love 



Country music and how much they pay attention. It was so insane to go there, and they knew "Red, White and 
Blue," and "David Ashley Parker," and these other songs. They knew the cuts I had as a songwriter, so it's been 
incredible. I think, too, as a guy who loves Rock 'n' Roll, and Southern Rock, and Heavy Metal and all those 
kinds of heavier sides of music, those things still thrive over there. So it's nice to go over there and you can 
lean into the Rock influence a little more and they love it. I think it's important because [the fans are] there ... 
and by golly, we'll go. 
 
9. You were selected as part of the inaugural class for Opry NextStage this year. What has your journey as a 
recipient looked like? How have you seen it help shape your career? 
 
It's been very cool. The Grand Ole Opry is one of the first two or three things you hear about when you think 
of Nashville, if not the first. Essentially, they got up there and said, "We think this guy, along with three others, 
are going to be the next ones." That's just a ridiculously high honor. I've had opportunities to spend time with 
people that are heroes of mine and people I've looked up to, like Steve Wariner and Charlie Daniels, and just 
these incredible moments that they've given me. And I've gotten to play the Opry, golly, 10 or 11 times now 
and it never gets old at all. It's always a good time. 
 
10. You've accomplished so much at such a young age (26). How do you keep from getting jaded or "growing 
up too fast" in the industry? 
 
I've always been a stop and smell the roses kind of person. I've always enjoyed life, and I get that mainly from 
my dad. My dad was always one to really soak in the moment and he still is to this day. Whether it's a dirt-
biking trip, or a Georgia football game, or coming to one of my shows, he's going to make sure it's an 
awesome night, and that's just how I try to live. 
It is easy to go, "Holy hell, I am so busy, I don't have any time to wash clothes. I gotta do this, I gotta do that," 
which, trust me, I do complain about all that stuff too. But I also realize that I'm about to get paid to go to 
Europe and the UK and sing songs ... and I'm going to go have the time of my life. 
 
Bonus Questions:  
 
1. Writing music and touring is a lifestyle, but what are some things you like to do when you need to take a 
break or find inspiration? 

 
I like to drink beer. That's one of 'em. I love college football, so this time of the year my Saturdays and Sundays 
I spend time all day watching football before a show, which is fun. I do like to golf a lot. And it's been super 
hard this year, but I do love to hunt. I like spending time with my girlfriend; just hanging out with someone I 
love spending time with. Really, I'm pretty simple. I don't do anything too crazy. 
 
I grew up snowboarding and dirt biking, so I try and at least have one trip a year where I can do one or the 
other, and that's always usually with my dad and my family. Honestly, I'll sit on the dadgum floor in the 
kitchen and play guitar for two hours if I have the day off. I still just love to play guitar. It's weird that to escape 
the music sometimes, I just play guitar. 
 
2. What's one thing fans would be surprised to know about you? 
 
People are figuring this out more and more, but I am a massive, massive Heavy Metal head. My two favorite 
genres of music are Country and Metal. I've been to, like, five Slayer shows with my dad. I've seen Lamb of 
God eight times, which is a Metal band from Virginia. I love Heavy Metal. I rock a Pantera shirt on stage every 
now and then, so I think people are starting to figure it out. 


