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Putting on a concert in a venue filled with distractions probably isn’t easy, but the country band Lanco
got the job done on Friday night at Ballpark Village.
Kicking of the 2020 Hot Country Nights concert series, the five-man band kept the crowd’s attention
by rolling through much of their first (and so far only) album, “Hallelujah Nights,” introducing some
new music and doing some clever covers.
They opened with “Rival” and added “Long Live Tonight” as they marched through a playlist with
some occasional shoutouts to St. Louis, of course.

Nearly an hour into their set, the band started a cover of the John Michael Montgomery hit “Grundy
County Auction” from the stage, and then relocated themselves to the floor to finish it as part of a
medley that included two Eric Church songs: “Drink in My Hand” and “Springsteen” and a splash of
Tom Petty’s “Free Fallin’.” Well done!
A positive about the Ballpark Village setup is that all the video screens are to the left of the stage, so
it’s easier to focus on the band instead of feeling like you’re watching TV.
Frontman Brandon Lancaster kept the audience engaged as he sang, told a few stories and engaged
in plenty of “chattery,” a mixture of flattery and chat. Fans gave warm receptions to “Born to Love
You,” “Middle of the Night” and several new songs he introduced. The band is working on new music,
he said, but he gave no timetable for an album.
After about 70 minutes and the song “Trouble Maker,” which got a rousing reception, the band left the
stage. A bad fake-out, because they hadn’t played their monster hit “Greatest Love Story.” Of course
they trooped back onstage and played the former No. 1 hit, which quickly became a giant singalong.
Trying to estimate the crowd size is a fool’s errand. Spread out over two levels with a mix of bars and
tables and standing room, the fans seemed to ebb and flow for much of the night. Check out this bar;
watch from this angle; it’s actually not a bad way to watch a show.
But it was a respectable turnout given it was a night of tornado warnings, flood watches and much
checking of phones from a crowd that seemed eager to avoid the deluge headed St. Louis’ way.
(Although the vibe from the upstairs crowd was definitely less into it than fans who were listening from
downstairs.)
The crowd also is free to wander around — and did so all night, which meant less of a laser focus on
the music and the stage. The fact that Lanco could overcome that speaks well of them. Full
disclosure: They might have done more than “Love Story” in the encore, but I heeded the rain
warnings and headed for the car just before another deluge.
The night began with a 45-minute opening from Matt Stell, an affable sort who hasn’t broken through
yet. He won some hearts, however, by praising the Anheuser-Busch brewery that he said he visited
before the show.

